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President’s Foreign Intelligence 
Advisory Board 


Announcement of Appointment of Adm. 
George W. Anderson, Jr., USN (Ret.), as Chairman. 
April 27, 1970 


The President today announced the appointment of 
Adm. George W. Anderson, Jr., USN (Ret.), as Chair- 
man of the President’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory 
Board. The appointment will become effective on May 1, 
1970. 

Admiral Anderson will succeed Gen. Maxwell D. Tay- 
lor, USA (Ret.), whose resignation as Chairman and 
member of the Board was accepted by the President effec- 
tive April 30, 1970. 

Admiral Anderson has served as a member of the Board 
since its reconstitution by President Nixon on March 20, 
1969. 

Admiral Anderson was born in Brooklyn, N.Y., in 
1906. He graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 
1927. He served in a variety of important capacities while 
in the United States Navy, including service as Chief of 
Naval Operations from 1961 to 1963. From 1963 to 1966 
he was the United States Ambassador to Portugal. He is 
a resident of McLean, Va. 

The Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board was estab- 
lished in its present form by Executive Order No. 11460 
dated March 20, 1969. The Board is composed of a non- 
partisan group of distinguished private citizens. The Board 
is responsible for conducting a continuing review and 
assessment of the foreign intelligence and related activi- 
ties, both in the United States and abroad, of the several 
civilian and military agencies engaged in the U.S. foreign 
intelligence effort. Based on its reviews and assessments, 
the Board is responsible for advising the President con- 
cerning the overall national intelligence effort and for 
recommending to the President appropriate measures to 
increase the effectiveness of that effort. 

In addition to Admiral Anderson, the present member- 
ship of the Board is as follows: 


Wixu1aM O. Baker, vice president, research, Bell Telephone Labo- 
ratories, Inc. 


Gorpon Gray, former Special Assistant to the President for Na- 
tional Security Affairs 

Epwin H. Lanp, president, Polaroid Corporation 

FRANKLIN B. LincoLn, Jr., Mudge, Rose, Guthrie and Alexander 

FRANKLIN D. Murpny, chairman of the board, Times Mirror 
Company 

Rosert D. Murpny, chairman of the board, Corning Glass 
International 

FRANK Pace, Jr., president, International Executive Service Corps 

Netson A. RocKEFELLER, Governor of New York 


In announcing the appointment of the new Chairman 
the President noted the highly important role performed 
by the Board with respect to the U.S. foreign intelligence 
effort, and he expressed confidence in the continuing con- 
tributions being made by his Foreign Intelligence Advi- 
sory Board in furtherance of the national security and 
defense of the United States. 

In accepting General Taylor’s resignation the President 
expressed his gratitude for the significant contribution the 
General had made in his capacity as Chairman of the 
Board, and noted that General Taylor’s distinguished ca- 
reer of outstanding service has been an inspiration for all 
Americans. 


Lowering the Voting Age 


The President’s Letter to the Speaker, the Majority 
Leader, and the Minority Leader of the House of 
Representatives, Supporting a Constitutional 
Amendment To Lower the Voting Age to 18. 

April 27, 1970 


A constitutional issue of great importance is currently 
before the House. As you know, the Senate has attached 
to the bill modifying and extending the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 a rider that purports to enable Americans be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 21 to vote in Federal, State and 
local elections. 

I say “purports” because I believe it would not in fact 
confer the vote. I believe that it represents an unconsti- 
tutional assertion of Congressional authority in an area 
specifically reserved to the States, and that it therefore 
would not stand the test of challenge i in the courts. This 
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belief is shared by many of the Nation’s leading consti- 
tutional scholars. 

| strongly favor the 18-year-old vote. I strongly favor 
enactment of the Voting Rights Bill. But these are entirely 
separate issues, each of which deserves consideration on 
its own merits. More important, each needs to be dealt 
with in a way that is constitutionally permissible—and 
therefore, in a way that will work. 

Because the issue is now before the House, I wish to 
invite the urgent attention of the Members to the grave 
constitutional questions involved in the 18-year-old vote 
rider, and to the possible consequences of ignoring those 
questions. 


Statute vs. Constitutional Amendment 


The matter immediately at issue is not whether 18-year- 
olds should be given the vote, but how: by simple statute, 
or by constitutional amendment. 

The argument for attempting it by statute is one of 
expediency. It appears easier and quicker. 

The constitutional amendment route is admittedly 
more cumbersome, but it does appear that such an 
amendment could be readily approved. A resolution pro- 
posing such an amendment already has been introduced 
in the Senate, sponsored by two-thirds of the members, 
the same number required for passage. Sentiment in the 
House seems strongly in favor. Some contend that ratifi- 
cation would be a long and uncertain process. However, 
public support for the 18-year-old vote has been grow- 
ing, and certainly the submission to the States of a 
constitutional amendment, passed by two-thirds of both 
Houses and endorsed by the President, would provide 
powerful additional momentum. An historical footnote 
is pertinent: When the women’s suffrage amendment was 
proposed in 1919, many said the States would never go 
along—but ratification was completed in less than 15 
months. 

If the Senate provision is passed by the Congress, and 
if it is later declared unconstitutional by the courts, it 
will have immense and possibly disastrous effects. 

At the very least, it will have raised false hopes among 
millions of young people—led by the Congress to believe 
they had been given the vote, only to discover later that 
what the Congress had purported to confer was not in 
its power to give. 

It will have cost valuable time, during which a consti- 
tutional amendment could have been submitted to the 
States and the process of ratification gone forward. It 
would almost certainly mean that the 18-year-old vote 
could not be achieved before the 1972 election. 

Beyond this, there looms the very real possibility that 
the outcome of thousands of State and local elections, 
pe Possibly even the next national election, could be 

town in doubt: because if those elections took place 
before the process of judicial review had been completed, 
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no one could know for sure whether the votes of those 
under 21 had been legally cast. It takes little imagination 
to realize what this could mean. The Nation could be 
confronted with a crisis of the first magnitude. The pos- 
sibility that a Presidential election, under our present 
system, could be thrown into the House of Representa- 
tives is widely regarded as dangerous; but suppose that a 
probably unconstitutional grant of the 18-year-old vote 
left the membership of the House unsettled as well? 

The Senate measure contains a provision seeking an 
early test of its constitutionality, but there can be no 
guarantee that such a test would actually be completed 
before elections took place. And the risk of chaos, if it 
were not completed, is real. 


The Constitutional Questions 


On many things the Constitution is ambiguous. On 
the power to set voting qualifications, however, the Con- 
stitution is clear and precise: within certain specified 
limits, this power belongs to the States. Three separate 
provisions vest this power with the States: Article I, Sec- 
tion 2 (election of members of the House of Representa- 
tives), the Tenth Amendment (reserved powers) and the 
Seventeenth Amendment (direct election of Senators) 
all lodge this power with the States. There are four pro- 
visions placing limitations on this power: the vote cannot 
be limited on grounds of race (the Fifteenth Amend- 
ment), sex (the Nineteenth Amendment), or failure to 
pay a poll tax (the Twenty-Fourth Amendment); nor 
can States impose voting qualifications so arbitrary, in- 
vidious or irrational as to constitute a denial of equal 
protection of the laws (the Fourteenth Amendment). 


Advocates of the proposal that passed the Senate rely 
on the power given Congress under the Fourteenth 
Amendment to enforce equal protection of the laws, and 
particularly on the Supreme Court’s 1966 decision in the 
case of Katzenbach v. Morgan. This case upheld Fed- 
eral legislation enfranchising residents of New York who 
had attended school in Puerto Rico, and who were literate 
in Spanish but not in English. However, I do not believe 
that the Court’s decision in Katzenbach v. Morgan au- 
thorizes the power now asserted by the Senate to enfran- 
chise young people. Neither do I believe it follows that 
because Congress has power to suspend literacy tests for 
voting throughout the Nation, as the new Voting Rights 
Act would do, it has power also to decide for the entire 
Nation what the proper age qualification should be. 

Where Puerto Ricans were denied the right to vote, 
the Court could readily conclude that there had been 
discriminatory treatment of an ethnic minority. This was 
especially so because of the particular circumstances of 
those whose rights were at issue: U.S. citizens by birth, 
literate in Spanish, but not literate in English because 
their schools, though under the American flag, had used 
Spanish as the language of instruction. 








Similarly with literacy tests: the Court already has up- 
held the right of Congress to bar their use where there is 
presumptive evidence that they have been used in a dis- 
criminatory fashion. If Congress now finds that literacy 
tests everywhere impose a special burden on the poor and 
on large numbers of black Americans, and for this rea- 
son abolishes literacy tests everywhere, it is using the same 
power which was upheld when the Court sustained the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

To go on, however, and maintain that the 21-year 
voting age is discriminatory in a constitutional sense is a 
giant leap. This limitation—as I believe—may be no 
longer justified, but it certainly is neither capricious nor 
irrational. Even to set the limit at 18 is to recognize that 
it has to be set somewhere. A 21-year voting age treats 
all alike, working no invidious distinction among groups 
or classes. It has been the tradition in this country since 
the Constitution was adopted, and it was the standard 
even before; it still is maintained by 46 of the 50 states; 
and, indeed, it is explicitly recognized by Section 2 of the 
Fourteenth Amendment itself as the voting age. 

If it is unconstitutional for a State to deny the vote to 
an 18-year-old, it would seem equally unconstitutional 
to deny it to a 17-year-old or a 16-year-old. As long as 
the question is simply one of judgment, the Constitution 
gives Congress no power to substitute its judgment for 
that of the states in a matter such as age qualification 
to vote which the Supreme Court has recognized is one 
which the States may properly take into consideration. 


One Constitution 


A basic principle of constitutional law is that there are 
no trivial or less important provisions of the Constitution. 
There are no constitutional corners that may safely be 
cut in the service of a good cause. The Constitution is 
indivisible. It must be read as a whole. No provision of 
it, none of the great guarantees of the Bill of Rights is 
secure if we are willing to say that any provision can be 
dealt with lightly in order to achieve one or another im- 
mediate end. Neither high purpose nor expediency is a 
good excuse. We damage respect for law, we feed cynical 
attitudes toward law, whenever we ride roughshod over 
any law, let alone any constitutional provision, because 
we are impatient to achieve our purposes. 

To pass a popular measure despite the Constitutional 
prohibition, and then to throw on the Court the burden 
of declaring it unconstitutional, is to place a greater strain 
and burden on the Court than the Founding Fathers in- 
tended, or than the Court should have to sustain. To enact 
the Senate proposal would be to challenge the Court to 
accept, or to reject, a fateful step in the redistribution of 
powers and functions, not only between the Federal Gov- 
ernment and the States but also between itself and the 
Congress. 


Historically, under the Fourteenth Amendment as well 
as under many other provisions of the Constitution, it has 
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been the duty of the Court to define and enforce the di- 
vision of powers between the Federal Government and the 
States. Section 5 of the Fourteenth Amendment gives 
Congress power to “enforce” Constitutionally-protected 
rights against intrusion by the States; but the primary role 
in defining what those rights are belongs to the Court. 

For the most part, the Court has acted with due defer- 
ence and respect for the views of Congress, and for 
Congress’ assessment of facts and conditions and the needs 
to which they give rise. But the Court has had the last 
word. 

However, it is difficult to see how the Court could up- 
hold the Senate proposal on the 18-year-vote without 
conceding that Congress now has the last word. 

To present this challenge to the Court would thus 
raise equal and opposite dangers: on the one hand, if the 
Court acquiesced, its own power as the protector of our 
rights could be irreparably diminished; and on the other, 
if the Court rebuffed the challenge, the often valuable lati- 
tude Congress now has under broad readings of its Four- 
teenth Amendment power might in consequence be 
severely limited. Neither outcome, in my view, would be 
desirable. 


The Path of Reason 


I have recently canvassed many of the Nation’s leading 
constitutional scholars for their views on the Senate pro- 
posal. Some feel that, by a broad reading of Katzenbach 
v. Morgan, the proposal’s constitutionality could be sus- 
tained. The great majority, however, regard it as uncon- 
stitutional—and they voice serious concern not only for 
the integrity of the Constitution but also for the authority 
of the Court, if it should be sustained. 

At best, then, it would be enacted under a heavy consti- 
tutional cloud, with its validity in serious doubt. Even 
those who support the legislation most vigorously must 
concede the existence of a serious constitutional question. 

At worst, it would throw the electoral process into tur- 
moil during a protracted period of legal uncertainty, and 
finally leave our young people frustrated, embittered and 
voteless. 

I therefore urge: 


—That the 18-year-old vote rider be separated from 
the bill extending the Voting Rights Act. 

—That the Voting Rights Bill be approved. 

—That Congress proceed expeditiously to secure the 
vote for the Nation’s 18-, 19-, and 20-year-olds in the 
one way that is plainly provided for in the Constitu- 
tion, and the one way that will leave no doubt as to 
its validity: Constitutional amendment. 

Sincerely, 
Ricuarp Nixon 
Note: This is the text of identical letters addressed to the Honor 
able John W. McCormack, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
the Honorable Carl Albert, Majority Leader of the House of 


Representatives, and the Honorable Gerald R. Ford, Minonity 
Leader of the House of Representatives. 
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National Advisory Council on 
Education Professions Development 


Announcement of Appointments and Reappointments 


tothe Council. April 27,1970 


The President today announced the appointment of 15 
members to the National Advisory Council on Education 
Professions Development. The Council, established by 
Public Law 90-35 of June 29, 1967, reviews and evalu- 
ates Federal programs for the development of edu- 
cational personnel, reporting annually to Congress and the 
President. 

The persons appointed are: 


Mary E. Rieke of Portland, Oreg., whom the President has desig- 
nated as Chairman. Mrs. Rieke, a past president of the Port- 
land School Board, has served on the Council since its creation. 

Larry J. Brake of Kalispell, Mont., to succeed Sister Mary Corita. 
Blake is president of Flathead Valley Community College. 

R. CreicHton Buck of Madison, Wis., to succeed Laurence 
Haskew, the former Chairman. Buck is professor of mathe- 
matics at the University of Wisconsin. 

Atrrep D. CHANDLER of Baltimore, Md., to succeed Leonard 
Jossem. Chandler is chairman of the history department at 
Johns Hopkins University. 

Jon Witt1am Cuirton of Pittsburgh, Pa., to succeed Marjorie 
Lerner. Clifton, a student at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, 
is experienced in the use of volunteers in education. 

Georce Cureton of East Orange, N.J., to succeed Carl Mar- 
burger. Cureton is a teacher in the Newark inner city; he has 
been honored as New Jersey Teacher of the Year. 

Rupert Evans of Champaign, Ill., a reappointment. Evans is dean 
of the College of Education at the University of Illinois. 

HertzeE, FisHMAN of New York City, to succeed Lloyd Morrisett. 
Fishman is president of Sciences and Arts Camps, Inc. 

Byron F. FuLLERTON of Austin, Tex., to succeed Adron Doran. 
Fullerton is assistant dean of the University of Texas School 
of Law, and director of continuing legal education for the 
school. 

Tep F. Martinez, of Albuquerque, N. Mex., to succeed Bernard 
Watson. Martinez is assistant to the president of the Uni- 
versity of New Mexico. 

Paut Masoner of Pittsburgh, Pa., to succeed Annette Engel. 
Masoner is dean of the School of Education at the University 
of Pittsburgh. 

Janet Morcan of South St. Paul, Minn., to succeed Edward 
Moreno. Miss Morgan is guidance director at South St. Paul 
High School. 

Lucius H. Pitts of Birmingham, Ala., to succeed Kathryn Lumley. 
Pitts is president of Miles College in Birmingham. 

Tueopore R. Sizer of Cambridge, Mass., a reappointment. Sizer is 
dean of the Harvard Graduate School of Education. 

Jupirx H. Witurams of Coventry, Conn., to succeed Susan W. 
Gray. Mrs. Williams is a teacher of disadvantaged and handi- 
capped children in Hartford. 


National Invest-in-America Week 


The President’s Message Concerning the Observance 


of the Week of April 26 to May 2. April 27, 1970 


_ National Invest-in-America Week affords us all a 
a to ponder the realities behind the great success of 
the American economic system. It is a system whose 
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growth has always depended upon the enterprise of indi- 
viduals who took risks—investors. The fruits of their 
activities over the past 200 years are plain to see. In less 
than a year, our gross national product will reach a trillion 
dollars. 

The need for investment in America is by no means 
ended. Although our capacity and our product far exceed 
that of any other nation, our national needs and national 
goals have also grown apace. Although public policy has 
an important role in the meeting of these goals, without 
private enterprise the goals themselves would be mean- 
ingless. For we depend upon private investment to provide 
us the capital to produce goods, to provide jobs, to build 
houses, to support the nation’s public debt, and, most 
important, to maintain the growth of product and income 
that yields benefits for all Americans. In short, without 
the private investor, America would simply not be the 
country we know and love. 

The future holds many challenges, both for public 
policy and for the private investor. But, in the great tra- 
dition of this Nation, I am sure that history will record 
that both were equal to the task. 

Ricuarp Nrixon 


Presidential Cabin Cruisers 


The President’s Letter to the Secretary of Defense 
Deactivating the Cruisers “Patricia” and “Julie.” 


April 28, 1970 


The President today sent the following letter to the 
Secretary of Defense: 


“Dear Mr. Secretary: 

“In order to effect a saving in money and manpower, I 
have decided to deactivate the Presidential cabin cruisers 
Patricia and Julie, which are operated by the Naval Ad- 
ministrative Unit. 

“You are, therefore, directed to offer these craft for 
disposal outside of the Department of Defense in a manner 
appropriate and befitting of their service to the adminis- 
trations of five Presidents. 

“By separate correspondence, my Military Assistant will 
effect concurrent personnel reductions for the Naval 
Administrative Unit. 

“Sincerely, 
“RICHARD NIxoN” 
= Melvin R. Laird, Secretary of Defense, Washington, 

The deactivation of the Presidential cabin cruisers 
Patricia and Julie will result in an estimated savings to 
the Government of $200,000 annually. 

This figure includes savings of normal upkeep costs of 
$45,000 per year, crew salaries and related expenses of 
$85,000 per year for the four-man crew of the Patricia 





and the five-man crew of the Julie, as well as periodic 
major overhauls averaging approximately $70,000 an- 
nually. The crew personnel will be made available for 
duty elsewhere in the Navy. 

This cutback gives the Government the smallest Presi- 
dential boating operation in size and numbers since Presi- 
dent Roosevelt used the Sequoia between 1933 and 1935. 

Although today’s value of these boats cannot be de- 
termined until they are sold, rough estimates of current 
boat prices show that they are probably worth $65,000 for 
the Julie and $100,000 for the Patricia. 

The Sequoia, a 99-foot cabin cruiser originally obtained 
by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, will be the only re- 
maining Presidential boat and will be used to continue the 
“Children in the Parks” program, for hosting wounded 
Vietnam veterans, available to visting heads of state, as 
well as for Presidential use. Last year the Sequoia carried 
2,535 guests on 85 different functions. 


Miss Patricia Nixon will officiate in a simple ceremony 
today at 2 p.m. at the Washington Navy Yard marking 
the deactivation of Patricia, which was named for her by 
the President in January 1969. 


Higher Education 


Letter to the President From Dr. Nathan M. Pusey, 
President of the Association of American Universities, 
Together With a Reply to Dr. Pusey From 
Dr. Daniel P. Moynihan, Counsellor to the President. 
April 28, 1970 

April 22, 1970 
Dear Mr. President: 


We thank you for the privilege of this visit. 

As citizens, and individuals personally and profession- 
ally committed to the quality and success of post secondary 
education in America, we applaud and warmly support, 
among other passages of your March message on educa- 
tion to the Congress, four clear expressions of commit- 
ment. These are: 


® Your declaration that “. . . No element of our na- 
tional life is more worthy of our attention, our sup- 
port and our concern than higher education. For no 
element has greater impact on the careers, the 
personal growth and the happiness of so many of our 
citizens. And no element is of greater importance in 
providing the knowledge and leadership on which the 
vitality of our democracy and the strength of our 
economy depends.” 

® Your firm proposal that we achieve now the long 
held American goal that “. . . No qualified student 
who wants to go to college should be barred by lack 
of money.” 
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© The clear restatement of your position to resist 
“. . . efforts to attach detailed requirements on such 
matters as student discipline to programs of higher 
education . . .” which, if enacted, would effectively 
hobble the freedom of the university community to 
serve the Nation. 

© The clear statement of your concern for the protec- 
tion and enrichment of educational excellence 
throughout the post secondary system, and your 
strong advocacy of the establishment of the National 
Foundation for Higher Education to achieve this 
among other objectives. 


For this statement of your position regarding the pri- 
macy and excellence of higher education, that it should 
be free of interference, and that individual economic con- 
ditions, standing alone, shall no longer operate to deny a 
qualified student the opportunity which is rightfully his, 
we are profoundly grateful. We also express our warm 
appreciation for your concern for the strength and quality 
of the elementary and secondary system of education in 
America. The public schools and higher education are 
inseparable partners in building a stronger nation. 

Our petition, respectfully submitted to you, concerns 
the method of accomplishing these splendid objectives. 
In this spirit may we urge further consideration of the 
following points which, we are confident, will vastly ac- 
celerate the achievement of the objectives you have placed 
before the Congress and the American people—objectives 
which we fully support. 


1. Our concern is that the student aid program with 
its much greater emphasis on loans will not achieve 
your objectives. It is our belief and experience that 
greater grant support must be provided. 

2. Pending the establishment of the National Foun- 
dation for Higher Education, funding of those pro- 
grams which eventually will be absorbed into 
Foundation operations should be stabilized at present 
levels until the Foundation is operational and 
adequately funded. 

3. Our experience commands us to urge that graduate 
students should be supported primarily by fellow- 
ships rather than loans. 

4. Clearly an intent of your announced objectives is 
to enroll more students for greater educational ex- 
perience than heretofore achieved. This is highly 
commendable. But the higher education community 
cannot absorb an additional million or more stu- 
dents within the next few years without substantial 
support to construct the essential facilities and gen- 
eral institutional grants to insure fiscal soundness 
We appreciate your expressed recognition that “the 
rapidly rising cost of higher education has created 
serious financial problems for colleges.” 
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5. Being cognizant of your particular concern for the 
health of our citizens, Mr. President, we urge a need 
for an immediate evaluation of the role of federal 
funding in medical education. The need here is clear 
and urgent. 

These considerations represent our best judgment of 
steps that need to be taken to achieve the objectives you 
and we fervently desire. 

We wish for you to know, Mr. President, that we deeply 
appreciate your strong public commitment to the growth 
and development of higher education in our nation. We 
rejoice in your demonstrated concern for the education of 
the disadvantaged and for your intention to remove eco- 
nomic consideration as a bar to enrollment in college. 
We are encouraged by your proposal to establish the 
National Foundation for Higher Education which, we 
believe, could prove to be a major achievement in higher 
education during your Administration through the stim- 
ulation of improvement in the methods, organization and 
substance of higher education. 

We pledge you our best efforts as, together, we seek to 
build a stronger and better system of higher education 
for all Americans. 


Respectfully, 
NATHAN M. Pusey 


President 
Association of American Universities 





April 27, 1970 
Dear President Pusey: 


It was, of course, a special pleasure for me to join you 
and your colleagues from the Association of American 
Universities at your meeting with the President on 
Wednesday last. The President felt it was an especially 
useful meeting, as your views are so very close to his on 
the fundamentals of policy concerning the Federal role 
in higher education. In such circumstances questions of 
fact such as arose in the course of the discussion are no 
more than that: details which, once established, lead more 
or less directly to agreement as to what is to be done. 


The President has asked me to augment W ednesday’s 
discussion by responding on his behalf to your letter of 
April 22nd. 

Let me first repeat what I believe to be a shared under- 
standing of the fundamentals of policy. The President’s 
March 19th Message to Congress on Higher Education 
‘et forth several principles of the first order of importance, 
with which your letter would suggest the Association of 
American Universities is in full agreement. The first prin- 
ciple is that institutions of higher education should to the 
fullest possible extent be independent and self directing. 
The second is that “no qualified student who wants to go 
to college should be barred by lack of money. . .” : 


593 


The independence of our colleges and universities is 
unavoidably limited by the fact that the great majority 
are not self supporting. Public and private funds, in large 
and greater amounts, must be made available to higher 
education. The danger, especially at moments such as this 
when the political atmosphere of many campuses is at 
odds with that of the country at large, is that increased 
public support will be conditioned upon increased public 
control. To avoid this, and to achieve many other objec- 
tives, most especially to enlist the creativity of higher edu- 
cation itself in the allocation of resources for its support, 
the President has proposed the establishment of a Na- 
tional Foundation for Higher Education. The Founda- 
tion, guided by a board drawn predominantly from the 
education community, would provide a source of funds 
for the support of excellence, new ideas, and reform in 
higher education, would strengthen colleges and univer- 
sities with special needs, and would serve also as a focus 
for national policy formulation in this field. 

We are aware that such an initiative is not notably 
popular at this time. We nonetheless feel it is the right 
thing to do. If you are, as you say, “profoundly grateful” 
that the proposal has been put forward, we would be 
not less in your debt if the higher education community 
made some effort to explain the need for such a founda- 
tion to the Congress, and to the public at large. We agree 
that higher education faces the most serious fiscal prob- 
lems in the years ahead. We believe the Foundation can 
help significantly with those problems. Similarly, we be- 
lieve that the proposed Career Education Program will 
importantly add to the range and effectiveness of post sec- 
ondary education, and that the proposed new arrange- 
ments for student financial aid will for the first time 
guarantee access to higher education for students from 
low income families. 

You expressed some concern as to whether the specific 
arrangements proposed by the President would in fact 
achieve the goals we readily agree upon. This is a ques- 
tion always in order, and never more so than when pro- 
grams are being proposed. Rare indeed is the government 
program that has had exactly the results forecast for it. 
Let me then respond to your specific points. 

1. The student aid program does emphasize loans, but 
not to the exclusion of grants for the lower income 
students. To the contrary, the President’s proposal would 
make approximately $230 million more in grants and 
work-study payment available each year than is now the 
case. Just as importantly, by creating a secondary market 
for student loans, we expect to be able to supply all the 
loan funds that are sought, a situation which does not 
now, and has never before existed. 

The President’s proposed changes in student financial 
aid programs would, for the first time in history, guarantee 
that every qualified student from a low-income family 
would have sufficient resources to attend college. It is 
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the President’s conviction that available Federal resources 
should be focused on the neediest students. We proposed 
a program that combines direct grants and work-study 
payments with subsidized loans in sufficient amounts to 
provide every student from a family earning less than 
$10,000 with a resource floor equal to that of a student 
from a family earning $10,000. We anticipate that this 
proposal would make Federal financial aid available to 
more than one million low income students who presently 
cannot obtain it. 

The President’s proposals also increase the amount of 
unsubsidized loan money available to all students. We 
are confident that this improved access to Federally- 
guaranteed loans will assist millions of undergraduates 
and graduate students at all income levels to finance 
their educations. We believe it is right to offer every stu- 
dent a chance to invest in his own future, so long as the 
neediest students also have guaranteed access to a reason- 
able level of subsidized financial resources. These re- 
sources should consist of an appropriate mix of grants 
and subsidized loans and should reflect the most equi- 
table benefit levels possible within Federal budgetary 
constraints. 


2. As you will recall, the President emphatically agreed 
that there should be no interruption in existing operations 
that are scheduled to be absorbed by the Foundation dur- 
ing the period the Foundation is being established. The 
President’s explicit instructions on this point have now 
been relayed to the Department of Health, Education and 
Welfare and the Bureau of the Budget. 

These instructions relate especially to the Foreign Lan- 
guage and Area Studies programs funded through Title 
VI of the National Defense Education Act. It would be 
difficult to find an area in which the pursuit of disin- 
terested scholarship was more directly a matter of the 
national interest than here. The administration has hoped 
to discontinue a number of small categorical aid pro- 
grams, in favor of more aggregative activities such as the 
National Foundation for Higher Education. It is our 
intention that eventually such studies should be funded 
by the Foundation. However, the President took your 
point exactly that we have Title VI and we don’t as yet 
have a Foundation. The exceptionally long lead time in- 
volved in these difficult studies clearly argues against any 
move that might tend to arouse uncertainty as to their 
future. The President has accordingly directed that the 
administration budget request for FY 1971 be amended 
to provide $15.3 million for Title VI, the same amount as 
last fiscal year, and that this be continued in FY 1972 
as well. In no circumstances will the categorical program 
be dropped until the Foundation is in place. 

3. The administration does not disagree that graduate 
students should be supported by fellowships as well as by 
loans. (One science dean tells me that at his institution it 
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costs something in the neighborhood of $900,000 to pro- 
duce a Ph. D. in radio astronomy. It would be hard to 
expect young scientists to go into hock for such amounts, 
and of course they do not.) The Foundation, when estab- 
lished, will continue to grant college teacher fellowships in 
the amount, at very least, of the present program. 

Fellowships will, of course, also continue to be available 
from the many other Federal agencies that presently pro- 
vide them and, under the President’s proposals, graduate 
students will be eligible for substantially increased loans, 
We believe that the Foundation should carefully examine 
national manpower needs in the highly specialized fields 
that are supplied by the nation’s graduate schools and 
should determine those areas that warrant fellowships 
support. At the same time, the increase in student loan 
funds would also preserve the individual graduate stu- 
dent’s freedom to seek schooling in any field of his 
choosing. 

4. In preparing our higher education proposals, we 
gave serious consideration to the higher education com- 
munity’s concern with funds for facilities construction and 
general institutional grants. Our honest conclusion is that, 
in a time of overall budgetary stringency, the first priority 
must go to low-income students. We will, of course, con- 
tinually re-examine these subjects. 

In the meantime, we are confident that the nation’s 
growing post-secondary institutions will be able to make 
good use of the programs of interest subsidies for the con- 
struction of academic facilities and college housing. 
Through these programs, institutions could obtain more 
than $700 million in subsidized construction loans in fiscal 
1971. We also expect the proposed Foundation to assist 
institutions in supporting priority programs that promise 
excellence and reform. 

5. It is clear that one of the fields of graduate study of 
greatest concern to you and your colleagues is medical ed- 
ucation. Let me repeat the President’s assurance that he 
intends to address this subject in subsequent proposals in 
the field of health rather than under the higher education 
umbrella. 


We do not claim that our higher education proposals 
will meet every need—or that they are our last proposals. 
We do believe that they represent a series of fundamental 
reforms that are long overdue, and that they provide a 
base for the many other public and private sources of sup- 
port to build upon. 

But I would repeat what was several times stated at 
our meeting with the President: many of these issues are 
judgmental in the extreme. As we so much agree on prin- 
ciples, we will welcome any comments, arguments, oF 
analyses you would wish to offer with respect to specifics. 
In the meantime, please convey to your colleagues the 
President’s appreciation of your support, and his most 
pleasant recollections of the meeting. I understand this 
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may have been the first meeting of a President with repre- 
sentatives of the Association of American Universities. He 
assuredly looks forward to another. 
Sincerely, 
Dante. P. MoynrHAN 
Counsellor to the President 
[Dr. Nathan M. Pusey, President, The Association of American Uni- 
versities, One Dupont Circle, Suite 730, Washington, D.C. 20036] 


note: For the President’s message to the Congress on higher educa- 
tion, see page 381 of this volume of the Weekly Compilation of 
Presidential Documents. 


Drug Abuse Prevention Week, 1970 


Proclamation 3981. April 28, 1970 
By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


The past decade has seen the abuse of drugs grow from 
essentially a local police problem into a serious threat 
to the health and safety of millions of Americans. The 
number of narcotics addicts in the United States is esti- 
mated to be in the hundreds of thousands and the effects 
of their addiction spread far beyond their own lives. 

Statistics tell but part of the tragedy of drug abuse. The 
crippled lives of young Americans, the shattered hopes of 
their parents, the rending of the social fabric—as addicts 
inevitably turn to crime in order to supply a costly habit— 
these are the personal tragedies, the human disasters that 
tell the real story of what drug abuse does to individuals 
and can do to our nation. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RicHarp Nixon, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week beginning May 24, 1970, as Drug Abuse Prevention 
Week. 

I call upon officials of the Federal government, partic- 
ularly in the Departments of Justice and Health, 
Education and Welfare, to join with educators and ad- 
ministrators of the academic community at large in 
establishing meaningful programs for the promotion of 
drug abuse prevention among young people. I urge State 
and local governments, as well as business, professional, 
and civic groups, to cooperate in such programs and to 
exercise their initiative in exploring new methods by which 
the potential dangers of drug experimentation can be 
communicated to the entire nation. The communications 
media can provide invaluable assistance in this regard, 
and I request their full support of this endeavor. 

I encourage members of the clergy, and all those whose 
activities interrelate with young people, to make a special 
effort during this week to discourage drug abuse, to end 


7 experimentation, and to eliminate illegal drug 
traffic, 
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In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twenty-eighth day of April, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred and seventy, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the one hundred and 
ninety-fourth. 

RicHarD NrIxon 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:09 a.m., 
April 29, 1970] 


United Nations Trusteeship Council 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 

Sam Harry Wright for the Rank of Ambassador While 
Serving as the United States Representative on the 
April 29, 1970 


Council. 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Sam Harry Wright of Washington, D.C., for the 
rank of Ambassador while serving as the Representative 
of the United States on the United Nations Trusteeship 
Council. 

The President nominated Wright to the Trusteeship 
Council post on November 6, 1969, and the Senate con- 
firmed him on November 26. The advice and consent of 
the Senate are now sought with respect to according him 
the rank of Ambassador. Wright’s predecessor, Mrs. 
Eugenie Anderson, held that rank during her tenure of 
service on the Council. 

Wright will take up his duties on the Trusteeship Coun- 
cil at its next regular session, scheduled for May 26 
through June 17, 1970. 

Wright, 55, is a native of Yazoo City, Miss. He at- 
tended Southwestern University and studied law at Mem- 
phis University of Law and National University of Law. 
His previous Government service includes duty with the 
Foreign Service Reserve of the State Department from 
1955 to 1961. Between 1961 and 1969 Wright was presi- 
dent of Curtis Wright Enterprises, a consulting firm. 


Department of the Treasury 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., To Be General Counsel. 


April 29, 1970 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Samuel R. Pierce, Jr., of New York City to be Gen- 
eral Counsel of the Treasury Department. He would 
succeed Paul W. Eggers, who has resigned. 
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Pierce, 47, is a partner in the law firm of Battle, Fowler, 
Stokes, and Kheel, a member of the New York State 
Banking Board, and a professor at New York University 
Law School. 


Pierce is a native of Glen Cove, Long Island. At Cor- 
nell University, where he enrolled in 1940, he belonged to 
Phi Beta Kappa and played varsity football. From 1943 
until 1946 he served in the United States Army, attaining 
the rank of first lieutenant. He then returned to Cornell, 
graduating with a B.A. degree in 1947 and receiving his 
LL.B. from the Law School in 1949. In 1952 he com- 
pleted his master of laws in taxation at New York Uni- 
versity School of Law. 


Pierce served as assistant district attorney of New York 
County between 1949 and 1953, when he became Assist- 
ant U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York. 
He came to Washington in 1955 as an assistant to the 
Under Secretary of Labor. Before returning to private law 
practice in New York in 1957, he also served as Counsel 
to the Antitrust Subcommittee of the House Judiciary 
Committee. During 1959 and 1960 Pierce sat as a judge 
of the court of general sessions, which has since become 
part of the Supreme Court of New York. Pierce’s present 
law partnership dates from 1961. 


The numerous outside activities in which Pierce is en- 
gaged include chairing the American Bar Association’s 
Committee on Equal Protection of the Laws and acting 
as a labor relations consultant for the Federal Reserve 
Board. He is a trustee of Mount Holyoke College and of 
Hampton Institute, and a life member of the NAACP. 


Pierce is married to the former Barbara P. Wright. 
They have one daughter. 
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Air Quality Advisory Board 


Announcement of Appointment of Five Members of the 


Board. April 30,1970 


The President today announced the appointment of 
five members of the Air Quality Advisory Board. 


The persons appointed are: 


W. Donuam Crawrorp of Summit, N.J., to succeed Robert Mar. 
tin. Crawford, 46, is vice president and managing director of 
the Edison Electric Institute, the trade association of investor. 
owned electric light and power companies. In 1967 and 1968 
he served on the National Advisory Council on Air Pollution 
Control Techniques. 

Wiiuram D. Evers of San Francisco, Calif., to succeed Michael 
Ference. Evers, 42, is a partner in the law firm of Miller, 
Groezinger, Pettit, Evers, and Martin. He is also vice president 
of the Planning and Conservation League, which he helped 
to found, and vice chairman of the San Francisco Bay Con- 
servation and Development Commission. 

E. JosepnH Hiruincs of Washington, D.C., to succeed Hulett C. 
Smith. Hillings, 33, is Washington representative of National 
Airlines; formerly he was the first director of public affairs 
for the airline. 

Jack B. Oxson of Wisconsin Dells, Wis., to succeed Carl B. Stokes. 
Olson, 49, is serving his third term as Lieutenant Governor of 
Wisconsin. 

G. Don Suttivan of Lorton, Va., to succeed John M. Seabrook. 
Sullivan is a consultant to the American Mining Congress, 
specializing in environmental quality control problems of the 
mining industry: 


The Board assists the Secretary of Health, Education, 
and Welfare in carrying out his responsibilities under the 
Air Quality Act of 1967. It advises him on the setting of 
air quality criteria and standards, and recommends meth- 
ods for control and abatement of air pollution. It consists 
of 15 members serving staggered 3-year terms; the Sec- 
retary serves as Chairman. 





THE SITUATION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The President’s Address to the Nation. 


Good evening my fellow Americans. 


April 30, 1970 


Ten days ago, in my report to the Nation on Vietnam, I announced 
a decision to withdraw an additional 150,000 Americans from Vietnam 
over the next year. I said then that I was making that decision despite 
our concern over increased enemy activity in Laos, in Cambodia, and 


in South Vietnam. 


At that time, I warned that if I concluded that increased enemy 
activity in any of these areas endangered the lives of Americans remain- 
ing in Vietnam, I would not hesitate to take strong and effective meas- 


ures to deal with that situation. 
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Despite that warning, North Vietnam has increased its military 
aggression in all these areas, and particularly in Cambodia. 
After full consultation with the National Security Council, Ambas- 
he | sador Bunker, General Abrams, and my other advisers, I have concluded 
that the actions of the enemy in the last 10 days clearly endanger the 


of | lives of Americans who are in Vietnam now and would constitute an 

unacceptable risk to those who will be there after withdrawal of another 

150,000. 
_ To protect our men who are in Vietnam and to guarantee the con- 
of | tinued success of our withdrawal and Vietnamization programs, I have 
= | concluded that the time has come for action. 
on | Tonight, I shall describe the actions of the enemy, the actions I have 
ai ordered to deal with that situation, and the reasons for my decision. 
er, | Cambodia, a small country of 7 million people, has been a neutral 
oat nation since the Geneva Agreement of 1954—an agreement, incidentally, 
ed ; ‘ : 
on | which was signed by the Government of North Vietnam. 
o | American policy since then has been to scrupulously respect the 
mal | neutrality of the Cambodian people. We have maintained a skeleton 
airs | diplomatic mission of fewer than 15 in Cambodia’s capital, and that only 
= | since last August. For the previous 4 years, from 1965 to 1969, we did 
of not have any diplomatic mission whatever in Cambodia. And for the 
m past 5 years, we have provided no military assistance whatever and no 
es, | economic assistance to Cambodia. 
the North Vietnam, however, has not respected that neutrality. 

For the past 5 years—as indicated on this map that you see here— 

- North Vietnam has occupied military sanctuaries all along the Cam- 
a bodian frontier with South Vietnam. Some of these extend up to 20 miles 
the into Cambodia. The sanctuaries are in red and, as you note, they are 
ss on both sides of the border. They are used for hit and run attacks on 
~ American and South Vietnamese forces in South Vietnam. 


These Communist occupied territories contain major base camps, 
training sites, logistics facilities, weapons and ammunition factories, air 
strips, and prisoner-of-war compounds. 

_ For 5 years, neither the United States nor South Vietnam has 
moved against these enemy sanctuaries because we did not wish to vio- 
late the territory of a neutral nation. Even after the Vietnamese Com- 
munists began to expand these sanctuaries 4 weeks ago, we counseled 
patience to our South Vietnamese allies and imposed restraints on our 
own commanders. 

In contrast to our policy, the enemy in the past 2 weeks has stepped 
up his guerrilla actions and he is concentrating his main forces in these 
sanctuaries that you see on this map where they are building up to 
launch massive attacks on our forces and those of South Vietnam. 

North Vietnam in the last 2 weeks has stripped away all pretense 
of respecting the sovereignty or the neutrality of Cambodia. Thousands 
of their soldiers are invading the country from the sanctuaries; they 
are encircling the capital of Phnom Penh. Coming from these sanctu- 
aries, as you see here, they have moved into Cambodia and are encircling 
the capital. 

Cambodia, as a result of this, has sent out a call to the United States, 
to a number of other nations, for assistance. Because if this enemy effort 
succeeds, Cambodia would become a vast enemy staging area and a 
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springboard for attacks on South Vietnam along 600 miles of frontier— 
a refuge where enemy troops could return from combat without fear 
of retaliation. 

North Vietnamese men and supplies could then be poured into that 
country, jeopardizing not only the lives of our own men but the people 
of South Vietnam as well. 

Now confronted with this situation, we have three options. 


First, we can do nothing. Well, the ultimate result of that course 
of action is clear. Unless we indulge in wishful thinking, the lives of 
Americans remaining in Vietnam after our next withdrawal of 150,000 
would be gravely threatened. 


Let us go to the map again. Here is South Vietnam. Here is North 
Vietnam. North Vietnam already occupies this part of Laos. If North 
Vietnam also occupied this whole band in Cambodia, or the entire 
country, it would mean that South Vietnam was completely outflanked 
and the forces of Americans in this area, as well as the South Viet- 
namese, would be in an untenable military position. 


Our second choice is to provide massive military assistance to Cam- 
bodia itself. Now unfortunately, while we deeply sympathize with the 
plight of 7 million Cambodians whose country is being invaded, massive 
amounts of military assistance could not be rapidly and effectively uti- 
lized by the small Cambodian Army against the immediate threat. 

With other nations, we shall do our best to provide the small arms 
and other equipment which the Cambodian Army of 40,000 needs and 
can use for its defense. But the aid we will provide will be limited to 
the purpose of enabling Cambodia to defend its neutrality and not for 
the purpose of making it an active belligerent on one side or the other. 


Our third choice is to go to the heart of the trouble. That means 
cleaning out major North Vietnamese and Vietcong occupied territories, 
these sanctuaries which serve as bases for attacks on both Cambodia 
and American and South Vietnamese forces in South Vietnam. Some 


of these, incidentally, are as close to Saigon as Baltimore is to 
Washington. 


This one, for example [indicating], is called the Parrot’s Beak. It 
is only 33 miles from Saigon. 

Now faced with these three options, this is the decision I have 
made. 

In cooperation with the armed forces of South Vietnam, attacks 
are being launched this week to clean out major enemy sanctuaries 
on the Cambodian-Vietnam border. 

A major responsibility for the ground operations is being assumed 
by South Vietnamese forces. For example, the attacks in several areas, 
including the Parrot’s Beak that I referred to a moment ago, are exclu- 
sively South Vietnamese ground operations under South Vietnamese 
command with the United States providing air and logistical support. 

There is one area, however, immediately above Parrot’s Beak, 


where I have concluded that a combined American and South Viet- 
namese operation is necessary. 

















MONDAY, MAY 4, 1970 599 


Tonight, American and South Vietnamese units will attack the 
headquarters for the entire Communist military operation in South 
Vietnam. This key control center has been occupied by the North Viet- 
namese and Vietcong for 5 years in blatant violation of Cambodia’s 
neutrality. 

This is not an invasion of Cambodia. The areas in which these 
attacks will be launched are completely occupied and controlled by North 
Vietnamese forces. Our purpose is not to occupy the areas. Once enemy 
forces are driven out of these sanctuaries and once their military sup- 
plies are destroyed, we will withdraw. 


These actions are in no way directed at the security interests of any 
nation. Any government that chooses to use these actions as a pretext 
for harming relations with the United States will be doing so on its 
own responsibility, and on its own initiative, and we will draw the 
appropriate conclusions. 

Now let me give you the reasons for my decision. 

A majority of the American people, a majority of you listening to 
me, are for the withdrawal of our forces from Vietnam. The action I 


have taken tonight is indispensable for the continuing success of that 
withdrawal program. 


A majority of the American people want to end this war rather 
than to have it drag on interminably. The action I have taken tonight 
will serve that purpose. 


A majority of the American people want to keep the casualties of 
our brave men in Vietnam at an absolute minimum. The action I take 
tonight is essential if we are to accomplish that goal. 


We take this action not for the purpose of expanding the war into 
Cambodia but for the purpose of ending the war in Vietnam and win- 
ning the just peace we all desire. We have made and we will continue 
to make every possible effort to end this war through negotiation at the 
conference table rather than through more fighting on the battlefield. 


Let us look again at the record. We have stopped the bombing 
of North Vietnam. We have cut air operations by over 20 percent. We 
have announced withdrawal of over 250,000 of our men. We have offered 
to withdraw all of our men if they will withdraw theirs. We have offered 
to negotiate all issues with only one condition—and that is that the future 
of South Vietnam be determined not by North Vietnam, not by the 
United States, but by the people of South Vietnam themselves. 


The answer of the enemy has been intransigence at the confer- 
ence table, belligerence in Hanoi, massive military aggression in Laos 
and Cambodia, and stepped-up attacks in South Vietnam, designed to 
increase American casualties. 


This attitude has become intolerable. We will not react to this 
threat to American lives merely by plaintive diplomatic protests. If 
we did, the credibility of the United States would be destroyed in every 


area of the world where only the power of the United States deters 
aggression. 
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Tonight, I again warn the North Vietnamese that if they continue 
to escalate the fighting when the United States is withdrawing its forces, 
I shall meet my responsibility as Commander in Chief of our Armed 
Forces to take the action I consider necessary to defend the security 
of our American men. 

The action that I have announced tonight puts the leaders of 
North Vietnam on notice that we will be patient in working for peace, 
we will be conciliatory at the conference table, but we will not be humili- 
ated. We will not be defeated. We will not allow American men by 
the thousands to be killed by an enemy from privileged sanctuaries. 

The time came long ago to end this war through peaceful negoti- 
ations. We stand ready for those negotiations. We have made major 
efforts, many of which must remain secret. I say tonight that all the 
offers and approaches made previously remain on the conference table 
whenever Hanoi is ready to negotiate seriously. 

But if the enemy response to our most conciliatory offers for peace- 
ful negotiation continues to be to increase its attacks and humiliate and 
defeat us, we shall react accordingly. 

My fellow Americans, we live in an age of anarchy both abroad 
and at home. We see mindless attacks on all the great institutions which 
have been created by free civilizations in the last 500 years. Even here 
in the United States, great universities are being systematically destroyed. 
Small nations all over the world find themselves under attack from 
within and from without. 

If, when the chips are down, the world’s most powerful nation, the 
United States of America, acts like a pitiful, helpless giant, the forces 
of totalitarianism and anarchy will threaten free nations and free insti- 
tutions throughout the world. 

It is not our power but our will and character that is being tested 
tonight. The question all Americans must ask and answer tonight is 
this: Does the richest and strongest nation in the history of the world 
have the character to meet a direct challenge by a group which rejects 
every effort to win a just peace, ignores our warning, tramples on solemn 
agreements, violates the neutrality of an unarmed people, and uses our 
prisoners as hostages? 

If we fail to meet this challenge, all other nations will be on notice 
that despite its overwhelming power the United States, when a real 
crisis comes, will be found wanting. 

During my campaign for the Presidency, I pledged to bring 
Americans home from Vietnam. They are coming home. 

I promised to end this war. I shall keep that promise. 

I promised to win a just peace. I shall keep that promise. 

We shall avoid a wider war. But we are also determined to put an 
end to this war. 

In this room, Woodrow Wilson made the great decisions which 
led to victory in World War I. Franklin Roosevelt made the decisions 
which led to our victory in World War II. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
made decisions which ended the war in Korea and avoided war in the 
Middle East. John F. Kennedy, in his finest hour, made the great deci- 


sion which removed Soviet nuclear missiles from Cuba and the Western 
Hemisphere. 
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I have noted that there has been a great deal of discussion with 
regard to this decision that I have made and I should point out that 
I do not contend that it is in the same magnitude as these decisions 
that I have just mentioned. But between those decisions and this deci- 
sion there is a difference that is very fundamental. In those decisions, 
the American people were not assailed by counsels of doubt and defeat 
from some of the most widely known opinion leaders of the Nation. 

I have noted, for example, that a Republican Senator has said that 
this action I have taken means that my party has lost all chance of 
winning the November elections. And others are saying today that this 
move against enemy sanctuaries will make me a one-term President. 

No one is more aware than I am of the political consequences of 
the action I have taken. It is tempting to take the easy political path: 
to blame this war on previous administrations and to bring all of our 
men home immediately, regardless of the consequences, even though that 
would mean defeat for the United States; to desert 18 million South 
Vietnamese people, who have put their trust in us and to expose them 
to the same slaughter and savagery which the leaders of North Vietnam 
inflicted on hundreds of thousands of North Vietnamese who chose 
freedom when the Communists took over North Vietnam in 1954; to 
get peace at any price now, even though I know that a peace of humilia- 
tion for the United States would lead to a bigger war or surrender later. 

I have rejected all political considerations in making this decision. 

Whether my party gains in November is nothing compared to the 
lives of 400,000 brave Americans fighting for our country and for the 
cause of peace and freedom in Vietnam. Whether I may be a one-term 
President is insignificant compared to whether by our failure to act in 
this crisis the United States proves itself to be unworthy to lead the 
forces of freedom in this critical period in world history. I would rather 
be a one-term President and do what I believe is right than to be a two- 
term President at the cost of seeing America become a second-rate 
power and to see this Nation accept the first defeat in its proud 190-year 
history. 

I realize that in this war there are honest and deep differences in 
this country about whether we should have become involved, that there 
are differences as to how the war should have been conducted. But the 
decision I announce tonight transcends those differences. 


For the lives of American men are involved. The opportunity for 
150,000 Americans to come home in the next 12 months is involved. 
The future of 18 million people in South Vietnam and 7 million people 
in Cambodia is involved. The possibility of winning a just peace in Viet- 
nam and in the Pacific is at stake. 


It is customary to conclude a speech from the White House by ask- 
ing support for the President of the United States. Tonight, I depart 
from that precedent. What I ask is far more important. I ask for your 
support for our brave men fighting tonight halfway around the world— 
not for territory—not for glory—but so that their younger brothers and 
their sons and your sons can have a chance to grow up in a world of 
peace and freedom and justice. 


Thank you and good night. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 9 p.m. in his office at the White House. His remarks 
were broadcast on radio and television. 








602 


Day of Prayer 


Proclamation 3982. Dated April 30, 1970. 
Released May 1, 1970 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 

One of the cruelest tactics of the war in Vietnam is the 
Communists’ refusal to identify all prisoners of war, to 
provide information about them and to permit their 
families to communicate with them regularly. This callous 
policy is in violation of the Geneva Convention Relative 
to the Treatment of Prisoners of War, to which North 
Vietnam acceded in 1957. And it is in contempt of estab- 
lished customs among civilized nations and of ordinary 
human decency. 

The government of the United States of America is 
making and will continue to make every effort to alleviate 
the anxiety of the families of these prisoners by working 
to change this situation. The Congress by a House Con- 
current Resolution of April 28, 1970, has resolved that 
Friday, May 1, 1970, be commemorated as a day for an 
appeal for international justice for all the American 
prisoners of war and servicemen missing in action in 
Southeast Asia and has requested the President to desig- 
nate Sunday, May 3, 1970, as a National Day of Prayer 
for humane treatment and the safe return of these brave 
Americans. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RicHarp Nixon, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate Sunday, 
May 3, 1970, as a National Day of Prayer for all American 
Prisoners of War and Servicemen Missing in Action in 
Southeast Asia. I call upon all of the people of the United 
States to offer prayers on behalf of these men, to instill 
courage and perseverance in their hearts and the hearts 
of their loved ones and compassion in the hearts of their 
captors. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this thirtieth day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred seventy, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the one hundred ninety-fourth. 


RicHARD NIxon 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:53 a.m., 
May 1, 1970] 
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Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered by 
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this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the issue. 
Appointments requiring Senate approval are not included 
since they appear in the list of nominations submitted to 
the Senate, below. 


April 27 


Robert B. Gomulinski, National Commander of 
AMVETS, presented his organization’s Gold Helmet 
Award to the President. 


The Council of Economic Advisers met with the Presj- 
dent at the White House. Also in attendance at the 
meeting were: Milton Friedman of the University of Chi- 
cago; George Katona of the University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor; James O’Leary, vice president, United States 
Trust Company, New York City; Pierre Rinfret of the 
First Boston Corporation, New York City; and Lloyd 
Ulman of the University of California at Berkeley. 


April 28 


Representatives of the American Society of Association 
Executives called on the President at the White House. 


Representatives of the following organizations called on 
the President at the White House: the Air Force As- 
sociation, American Ordnance Association, American 
Security Council, Association of the United States Army, 
Marine Corps League, Military Order of World War, 
National Guard Association of the United States, Na- 
tional Rifle Association of America, Navy League of the 
United States, Reserve Officers Association of the United 
States, and Retired Officers Association, Inc. 

The President today announced the appointment of 
the following as members of the National Advisory Coun- 
cil on Supplementary Centers and Services: Lester J. 
Harman, of Chicago, Ill.; John Kleffner, of Oklahoma 
City, Okla.; and Herbert W. Wey, of Boone, N.C. 


April 29 
The President today transmitted to the Congress the 
1968 annual report of the U.S. Department of Housing 


and Urban Development (Government Printing Office, 
92 pp.). 
April 30 

A group of bipartisan congressional leaders and mem- 


bers of the Cabinet attended a briefing by the President 
on his address to the Nation on the situation in Southeast 


Asia. 
May 1 


The President went to the Pentagon to receive a brief- 
ing by Department of Defense officials on military opera- 
tions in Cambodia. 


Meet arene me 


ee TERE 
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CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 


PRESS RELEASES 

Listed below are releases of the Office of 
the White House Press Secretary during the 
period covered by this issue which have not 
been included in the issue. 


Released April 28, 1970 

Fact sheet on the Presidential cabin cruisers. 

Press conference of Dr. Daniel P. Moynihan, 
Counsellor to the President, on his letter 
to Dr. Nathan M. Pusey, President of the 
Association of American Universities. 


Released April 30, 1970 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved April 27, 1970 
Public Law 91-236 
Joint Resolution to authorize the President 
to proclaim the last Friday of April 1970 as 
“National Arbor Day”. 


Approved May 1, 1970 
Public Law 91-237 
An Act to provide that the Federal Office 
Building and United States Courthouse 
in Chicago, Illinois, shall be named the 
“Everett McKinley Dirksen Building”. 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE! 


Submitted April 30, 1970 
SAMUEL R. Prerce, Jr., of New York, to be 


General Counsel for the Department of 
the Treasury, vice Paul W. Eggers. 


Sam Harry Wricurt, of the District of Co- 


lumbia, who was confirmed by the Senate 
November 26, 1969 as the Representative 
of the United States of America on the 
Trusteeship Council of the United Nations, 
to serve on the Council with the rank of 
Ambassador. 


The President's address to the Nation on the 
situation in Southeast Asia (advance text). 


Released May 1, 1970 
Informal remarks of the President follow- 
ing a briefing at the Pentagon. 


1 Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreiga Service Officers. 
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